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Stars On Ice

Student shares about passion for the beauty of figure skating

tars on Ice is a wonderful
S blend of music, dramatic
movements, and hard-
working people from around
the world coming together to do
something they’re passionate about:
figure skating.

Started in 1986 by retired
American figure skater Skott
Hamilton, Stars On Ice is an
Olympic run event that takes place
in the Spring and holiday seasons,
usually in America, Canada, Japan,
or China.

The people who participate in the
event are world champions, elite
skaters, or professional athletes.

This year, during the holiday
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interesting and wondrous event, best
categorized as a collection of very
talented people from all sorts of places
and backgrounds doing the same thing
with their own artistic whirls and
bounds.

The participants who have been
confirmed to attend range from
returners to newbies, some being
world champions, most notably Ilia
Malinin and Alysa Liu, others being
champions of their country, such as
Amber Glenn and Jason Brown.

I haven’t been a fan of figure
skating for long, only a few months,
but Stars On Ice was one of the
reasons I became interested. I came
across it on my YouTube feed, thought

season, it will be held in Canada.

American skaters Ilia Malinin, Evan Bates,
and Madison Chock, three incredibly skilled
skaters, will all be participating in the

tour. In previous years, legendary skaters
Yuzuru Hanyu, Nathan Chen, and
Joannie Rochette have also been
a part of the program, wowing
the audience with unforgettable
performances (my personal
favorite being Yuzuru Hanyu’s
One Summer’s Day).

This season, I’'m most excited
for Ilia Malinin's performance. Malinin
is an extremely gifted skater, doing flips
that were previously illegal; he's even
been deemed “QuadGod” by his fans for
his impressive quadruple axel. Malinin
has been a figure skater since he was six
years old. Inspired by his parents, Tatiana
Malinina and Roman Skorniakov, his
career started in 2019 when he competed
in the Philadelphia Summer International.
Since then, he’s only grown in popularity,
inspiring others to start skating and pushing
his fellow competitors to put more work
into their routine.

In the past Stars on Ice programs, the
performance of Yuzuru Hanyu, two time
olympic champion from Japan whom I’d
mentioned earlier, has awe-struck me.
Yuzuru has been a skater for, essentially, his
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By Ava Hardy,
Staff Writer

entire life. Put on the ice at only four years
old, he’s become one of the
most complete skaters of all
time. In 2014, at the winter
Olympics, he became the first

[ ﬂ |'u. skater to score over 100 points

i "‘ﬂ in a short program, scoring a

.ﬁ}*‘ 1| shocking 101.45.

Yuzuru participated in the
Olympics until 2022 when he retired
due to both a persistent ankle injury and
no longer wanting to feel the pressure
of competitive evaluations.

Despite this, he still skates. Hosting his
own shows that usually act as fundraisers
for repairs and reconstruction after natural
disasters strike Japan.

His shows are beautiful, to say the least.
I feel that “elegance” doesn't quite describe
the fluidity and ardor that can be seen when
he’s on the ice. Out of everything he does,
whether it’s the jumps, spins, or anything
else, to me, his generosity and hydroblade
are the most mesmerizing. Myself and
numerous other “fanyu” thank him for
his contribution to figure skating, and the
world.

Circling back to Stars On Ice, I look
forward to a balanced mix of graceful and
spunky. The variation of ages and freedom
of song choice almost guarantees an

‘why not’ and instantly fell in love
with the sport. Bringing it up to people I see
daily has made me realize how many people
have, or used to have, a passion for it too,
which deepens my interest and builds my
admiration for the change in vibes since the
90’s versus now.

Skott Hamilton, the creator of Stars
On Ice, was one of my mother’s favorite
skaters. She recently showed me one of his
programs, and I could feel his enthusiasm
through the screen decades later. He
maintained the same amount of energy
throughout the entire skate, impressing the
judges, audience, and myself.

Overall, figure skating is a painfully
underrated sport. Overshadowed by football,
soccer, and basketball, despite being
arguably more difficult. Considering how
difficult and dangerous it is to even stand on
the ice without falling, the fact that people
can develop the talent of dancing, flips and
jumps on ice is baffling in the best way
possible.

To conclude, figure skating is a truly
beautiful sport that requires confidence and
flexibility. Stars On Ice has acted as a way
for skaters to connect and befriend one
another outside of competition; it’s been
the spark that has inspired so many aspiring
skaters and helped fuel people's respect and
appreciation for other nations' cultures.

from the editors

New trimester,
new you? Nope,
same you.

With the start of the new trimester,
many students are veiwing this as

a “fresh start.” However, we at the
Sailor’s Log feel that everyone should
be realistic and realize that they aren’t
actually going to change that much.

If you had trouble completing your
work, and paying attention last trimester,
you still will after the first week of this
trimester.

Simply starting over with the vauge
intention to be better and no solid plans
to do so, will never work out.

Personal improvement requires solid
goals and a plan to achieve those goals.

As can be heard in most any class,
students nowadays struggle with
procastination above most anthing else;
thus, sticking to a goal will be a problem
for most.

This genral attitude from everyone
that next trimester will be better has
annoyed everyone on this newspaper
staff. As the people who always have a
finger on the pulse of our school culture,
we know better than most that this
trimester will be the exact same.

People will procastinate, struggle,
complain, and annoy everyone.

So as we move into this next trimester,
if you don’t actually intend to change at
all and are still perpetuating the idea that
this upcoming trimester will be a “fresh
start,” stop. It won’t be.

For you at least, but for the newspaper
staff, we are looking forward to lots of
growth in the coming trimester.

As we recognize the flaws in this
typical “growth mindset” we will be
able to improve immeasurably.

We don’t intend to change what is
already somewhat working for us,
but continuing this system of writing,
editing, and publishing from last
trimester is sure to lead to massive
improvement upon it.

In summary, you probably can’t
improve or change, but we can.
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here are moments in history when the cruelty

of the powerful is so theatrical that it feels

scripted. Trump’s Great Gatsby-themed

party was one of such moments. A glittering
spectacle of champagne towers and roaring twenties
nostalgia filled Mar-a-Lago while tens of millions of
Americans were denied SNAP benefits. The timing was not
just bad; it was obscene and repulsive.

The Gatsby theme was not chosen at random.
Fitzgerald’s novel was a warning about hollow decadence,
and about the cruelty of elites who dance while others
drown. Yet here was President Trump, turning a cautionary
tale into a costume party.

The choice of theme could not have been more
grotesquely fitting. The Great Gatsby is a novel about the
hollow excess of the idle rich, who throw glittering parties
while the country teeters on the edge of collapse. Trump
repurposed it as the backdrop for his latest spectacle. The
irony does not just write itself; it practically screams. A
cautionary tale about decadence and ruin became, in his
rotting hands (quite literally), a celebration of exactly
the kind of oblivious privilege the book was meant to
critique.

And the timing? Hours before 42 million Americans
were stripped of their food assistance,
the president staged a costume ball at his
private golf club, complete with a slogan
that read, unbelievably, “A Little Party
Never Killed Nobody.” One wonders
if anyone involved had actually read
Fitzgerald’s novel, since the entire plot
hinges on parties that do, in fact, destroy lives. It was less
a Halloween bash, and more a lame reenactment of Maria
Antoinette’s “let them eat cake,” while Trump built his
fabulous, and cheap, knockoff of Versailles on the ruins of
the East Wing.

Marie Antoinette’s supposed line (which, yes, has
been debunked), “Let them eat cake,” has always been a
shorthand for elite indifference. Trump’s “Gatsby gala”
was its modern echo. The message was loud and clear:
“hunger is your problem, not mine.”

By Shane
Thompson, Staff
Writer

Artwork by Anna Trasky.

theatrically cruel.

This was not just tone-deaf. It was a deliberate flaunting
of wealth in the face of national suffering. At a moment
when families were bracing for higher premiums, small
businesses shuttered because of tariffs, and refrigerators
went empty, Trump chose to remind the country not of
their struggles, but of his comfort. Leadership requires at
least the pretense of empathy. Instead, he went out of his
way to broadcast the opposite: while millions were losing
the ability to put food on the table.

This is not just about one single party. It is about a
worldview. A worldview where hunger is invisible, where
suffering is irrelevant, where the only thing that matters is

December 18, 2025 3

editorial

President Trump throws Great Gatsby party night before SNAP benefits are cutoff during government shutdown

d

W7D " the next spectacle. The Gatsby theme was not an accident.

' £ | It was a performance of decadence in the face of despair.

i It was a statement that power means never having to care.
Because why would they? They are set for life. Is this not
what has sparked revolutions?

The French Revolution was ignited by hunger, by the
unbearable sight of peasants starving while the aristocrats
feasted in halls filled with priceless art, artifacts, and
luxury goods to display wealth. Bread was scarce,
desperation was everywhere, and yet the nobles carried
on with their banquets as if the cries outside their palace
walls were nothing more than background noise. And sure,
one could argue that the American people are not literally
starving, but they are in numerous figurative ways: whether
it be with healthcare, debt, the workforce, or anything else.
Meanwhile our nation’s leaders and the uber-wealthy sit
aside and continue to line their own pockets.

History will not forget this. Just as we remember Marie
Antoinette’s cake, we will remember Trump’s Gatsby
gala. We will remember the suffering and the glitter, the
disgusting juxtaposition of starvation and champagne. We
will remember the despair of knowing that the powerful
can dance while the poor starve. We will remember the
lesson of The Great Gatsby that President Trump ignored,
twisted, and inverted.

This party was not just another tone-deaf, elitist party.

It was thrown by the leader of the free world. Does this

not sound aristocratic? Being ruled by the wealthy elite
who do not care about everyday people, past their vote?

It is completely insane that we have come to the point
where the President of the United States can throw such an
ill-timed and insensitive party, and not get any significant
press coverage, just a couple headlines over the course

of a few days. President Obama wore a tan suit and was
dragged through the mud for months by the press. It’s clear
that the United States doesn’t have our priorities straight.

To conclude, we cannot just let them eat cake. |
just can’t put into words how grotesque this is. This is
America’s Gatsby moment. We cannot just sit around
waiting for our nation’s leaders to suddenly grow spines.
Trust me, they won’t.

I cannot help but feel total and complete
disgust. I think of the mother at the grocery store,
calculating whether she can afford milk and
bread. I think of the child who goes to bed with
an empty stomach. I think of the elderly man who
skips meals to pay for his medicine. And then I
picture the chandeliers, the tuxedos, the laughter.
The contrast is unbearable. It is not just cruel. It is

What do you want for
Christmas and why?
]
“l want a “For “For “Well, | “For Christmas  “l wanta “l want a “I want a new
new Xbox for  Christmas Christmas would like a | want hair really big, lot of new pair of Nike
Christmas this year | this year | basketball styling tools fluffy, soft jewelry for tennis shoes
this year wantnew  wanta new court for like hair circles  blanket for Christmas because
because skis because pink iPhone  Christmas so because Christmas  because a lot I have
| can play mine are 16 because | can practice | want to this year of my jewelry ~ some really
new games pretty old the back basketball.” achieve the because right now is beat New
anditllload  and don't fit camera Rodney Victoria’s it'll help me tarnished _ Balances
faster then that good so  on mine is Jenkins, o Secret with all of so | need to rlght now that
my old one.” new ones broken and | senior U p blowout look.” my naps.” refresh my Just_are_n’t
Dylon will help me  need to take 5 Doniela Arias, Courtney stock.” cutting it.”
Lyonnais, ski better.” pictures.” freshman Darrow, Hailey Lydia Ogle,
freshman Zayne Beniji In each edition of The Sailors” Log, sophomore Parker, senior
DuBois, Wright, eight students will be asked junior
sophomore junior their opinion about a current topic.
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PHINS OR PRESEMTS

Debating the The Nightmare Before Christmas’ principal holiday

By Delaney Farrington,
Staff Writer

Few films divide households, friend
groups, and overly invested movie buffs
quite like Tim Burton’s The Nightmare
Before Christmas. Each year, as soon as
the first pumpkin spice product hits shelves
(mid-July, shockingly), the argument
begins again: Is it a Halloween or a
Christmas movie?

Lines are drawn. Holiday spirit is tested.
Someone inevitably shouts, “Just because it
has snow in it doesn’t make it a Christmas
movie.”

In this spirited debate, we explore both
sides.The Halloween Loyalists, those who
argue that the film is a Halloween movie
treat this stance with the same seriousness
Sally has when she tries to warn Jack
about literally anything. Their evidence?
Surprisingly solid--certainly sturdier than
the mayor’s ability to maintain a single
facial expression.

The film opens with “This Is
Halloween,” an anthem so iconic that
people who can’t remember their own wifi
passwords can recite at least six verses.
We meet vampires, witches, werewolves,
skeletons, and those three trick-or-treating
gremlins your parents warned you about:
Lock, Shock, and Barrel. Proof that
unsupervised children really are the scariest
Halloween creatures.

Everything - from the color palette to
the lighting, to the public-domain-friendly
Gothic vibe - is unmistakably Halloween.

And really, can a movie that begins with
a singing corpse inside a pumpkin truly
belong to Christmas?

Jack Skellington himself is walking,
talking evidence for Team Halloween.

If your main character is a skeleton

who casually removes his head to recite
Shakespeare, you’ve made your decision.
There’s no scenario in which Santa Claus
and a skeleton king compare resumes
and decide they’re in the same seasonal
category.

When the movie shifts into Christmas
mode, it still always returns emotionally
and physically to Halloween Town. It’s
the place where Jack is understood, where
zero percent of the population questions
why their leader suddenly bursts into song
mid-conversation, and where no one files a
noise complaint about the annual pumpkin
explosion parade.

If home is where the heart is, then The
Nightmare Before Christmas is carved
straight from a jack-o’-lantern.

But then there are the other people who
will fight to the (festive) death to prove the
movie is a Christmas film. They’re ready

o stake their peppermint lattes on it. And

honestly? They have some excellent points.

Despite all the bats, skulls, and “please
don’t ask where I got these limbs” energy,
the story’s central conflict is undeniably
Christmas-driven.

Jack doesn’t hijack Earth Day. He
chooses Christmas, becomes obsessed with
it, studies it with the intensity of a grad
student during finals, and then attempts to
be Santa.

Granted, he fails spectacularly between
gifting shrunken heads to children and
unleashing carnivorous toys onto suburban
neighborhoods. But the entire film hinges
on the theme of Christmas rediscovery.

Jack’s identity crisis isn’t about rejecting
Halloween- it’s about yearning for the
warmth, wonder, and joy of Christmas.

Sure, he comes back around eventually,
but the heart of the movie lies in his
longing: in that wide-eyed moment he
stumbles into Christmas Town, softly
whispering, ”... What’s this?” like a
Victorian man discovering women wear
pants now.

That moment alone is enough for some
fans to declare this is a Christmas film.

If you cry during it (and statistically,

or at least according to the experiment
I conducted on my boyfriend’s family
during our annual watch, someone
does cry), welcome to Team Christmas.
You can’t argue that something isn’t

a Christmas movie when Santa Claus
himself literally appears, is captured by
children unsupervised (Again: terrifying),
imprisoned by Oogie Boogie, rescued
heroically, and then returns to deliver
presents..

Then, there’s the final faction- the
peacekeepers. The “why not both?’ people.
The ones who, when faced with conflict,
simply shrug and say, “It’s a multiholiday
cinematic masterpiece, Brenda.”

And truthfully, the film’s magic lies in

refusing to be trapped in a single seasonal
box.

At its core, the film isn’t about
pumpkins OR presents- it’s about longing,
reinvention, purpose, and the kind of
self-reflection that might lead you to stand
dramatically on a spiral hill while wind
machines blow your cape.

Jack’s journey resonates year-round. And
the moral - “Be yourself, but maybe don’t
kidnap Santa”- is evergreen.

Most films pick a holiday and stay loyal.
The Nightmare Before Christmas looked
at that tradition, politely declined, and
whispered, “What if we just... didn’t?”

Its dual setting allows fans of both
holidays to feel at home. Halloween lovers
get their creepy charm, Christmas fans
get a festive cheer. And Oogie Boogie
fans get... gambling? And glow-in-the-
dark aesthetics? (Honestly, bless them).
The movie historically releases, airs, and
resurfaces during BOTH holidays. Retailers
put out Jack Skellington merch the moment
school starts again, and by December, the
same mugs are suddenly labeled “Holiday
Edition.”

When a movie dominates two holiday
seasons, it becomes a cinematic hybrid—
like a gingerbread house haunted by
adorable skeleton bats. The residents of
Halloween Town adopt Christmas tasks
in their own spooky ways: The vampires
ice-skate (on ice they probably stole). The
werewolf wraps presents (with claws that
make it a miracle anything gets wrapped).
The snake eats the Christmas tree. Zero
glows like Rudolph, but even brighter. If
the characters don’t choose a side, why
should we? The final verdict? A movie that
celebrates both.

So after all the arguments, all the spirited
debate, all the people shouting, “Well,
actually...” the truth is this: The Nightmare
Before Christmas is the rare movie that
manages to be fully Halloween and
fully Christmas without lessening either
holiday’s charm. It’s spooky. It’s sweet. It’s
weird. It’s heartfelt. It contains kidnapping,
singing corpses, festive snow, and a man
whose head pops off like a Pez dispenser.
In short, it’s perfect.

Whether you watch it in October,
December, or year-round like someone
who definitely has a Zero plush on their
bed, you’re honoring the spirit of the film.
Because the movie isn’t a battle between
holidays. It’s a celebration of imagination,
identity, and the joy of exploring something
new—even if that “something” involves
accidentally unleashing demonic toys
on unsuspecting children. And that, dear
reader, is a holiday message we can all get
behind.

The Sailors’ Log

Stellagskfopklent

Activite’s
1. Watch National

Lampoon's Christmas
Vacation

2. Attack your friends and
family with snowballs

3. Set a trap to catch
Santa Claus

4. Say you're going to

get someone an awesome
present and buy them
socks

5. Wear a sensible (ugly?)
winter sweater

6. Build an epic snowfort
to hide from your
extended family

7. Tackle snowmen in
your neighbor’s yard

8. Befriend an elf who
wants to be a dentist

9. Syrup

10. Destory a gingerbread
village to build a
gingerbread housing
complex
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TED Talks

Senior project is replaced by new and exciting TED Talk project

By Estella O’Brien,
Editor-in-Chief

The senior project has long been a hurdle for Mona
Shores students attempting to complete their senior year;
however, this year the English department has decided
to add more parameters to the previously vague “senior
project” and instead have students research, write, and
give a “TED Talk.”

“My motivation was wanting to do something that
could be tailored to all types of students--not just the ones
who are going on to a four-year university,” said English
teacher, Jolynn Cox. “And I wanted the students to have
a say in their learning by choosing something personal to
them.”

This personal choice and opportunity to be creative has
long been an essential aspect of the senior project, and
the choice to better define senior projects this year has,
perhaps, actually given students more opportunity for
creativity, as explained by English teacher, Emelie Santos.

“We evaluated the caliber of senior projects from the
year before and came to the conclusion that students just
weren’t invested in the projects, which resulted in projects
that were not in depth,” Santos said. “We wanted students
to find their voices and share their stories with one another,
since it’s the stories which tie us all together. We wanted
them to learn from and be inspired by one another. We’re
hoping the human element of the TED Talk has helped
students to see the connections among their stories.”

Naturally, a big change such as this may result in some
growing pains, as students have mixed reactions over this
change.

“The TED Talk as a senior project, instead of something
of our choosing, is definitely an interesting choice,”
said senior, Nia Fritz. “I feel like it overemphasises the
‘impactful’ part and underemphasises the ‘creative’ part,
since you have to write about something from your own
life.”

This may be the opinion of those familiar with the
previous senior projects, but for those unfamiliar, like
senior Rick Lewis, the change is a positive one.

“I am not all that familiar with what the senior project
choices were before this year being changed into a TED
Talk,” Lewis said. “But I think it’s a good change because
the TED Talk allows people to get their own stories

out while also giving them an opportunity to talk about
something they’re really passionate about.”

Whether they were total fans of the project or not, Mrs.
Santos feels that every student who presented did an
excellent job.

“I think they did really well on their projects,” Santos
said. “I was so proud of them for digging deep and being
vulnerable. It takes a great amount of bravery to be so
transparent and I was really impressed with how so many
of my students were willing to open up. Everyone has a
story worth sharing, and a perspective that is worthy of an
audience, and I am happy to give them a platform.”

Cox definitely feels the same, as this TED Talk project
has led to some powerful moments with her students.

Senior Kendra Hylland did her TED talk on
the challenges of injuries (Courtesy Photo).

“What I’ve read and seen so far is amazing,” Cox said
“I just had a student come up to me and thank me for
assigning this project because of the professional interview
component. She said it gave her the confidence to reach
out to other experts in a field she plans on going into in
her future, and she hugged me. That moment right there is
anything a teacher can ask for.”

With such a strong impact, it is no doubt that this project
has been a success. That does not mean, though, that it
wasn’t challenging for students.

“My experience with completing this project was like
my experience with AP Seminar, it didn’t really make
sense until the research part, which was the easiest,”

Fritz said. “It was definitely a journey of trying to figure
out what to write about and how research could be
incorporated into it. But once I got the hang of it, it was
pretty easy to finish.”

All who completed this project no doubt struggled with
choosing a topic, but in the end all chose a topic with
personal significance.

“My topic was on how generative Al threatens those
in the field of music,” Lewis said. “I chose this topic
because music is something that is extremely important to
me and I hate to see it be swallowed and occluded by Al
that can just puke out 50 albums a day while killing our
environment at the same time.”

As their students completed this project, the teachers
did as well, also choosing personal topics which interested
them.

“I did my project on Alzheimer’s because my father died
when I was a freshman in high school with the disease,”
Cox said. “The rest of my life has been heavily influenced
by the disease and his loss, which added to years of
undiagnosed anxiety.”

By also completing this assignment, Mrs. Cox and Mrs.
Santos likely gained a better understanding of exactly what
they were asking their students to do, and the opportunities

for personal growth that came with said assignment.

“This was a VERY labor intensive project,” Santos said.
“I don’t think I realized how much work it would take to
complete a TED Talk, but it was therapeutic in a way. It
gave me the opportunity to do the research on miracles
which strengthened my faith even more. I hadn’t revisited
those dark moments in my life for a while, and forcing
myself to go back was actually healing as it allowed me to
see the past with a new perspective.”

As challenging as it was, in the end, everyone completed
and presented their project, and that in itself is a victory.

“I felt like my presentation went well,” Fritz said. I
took a few deep breaths before starting it, and then I gave
it, and it was over. It generally felt very quick; one moment
I was up there and the next I was already done. It gave me
a little bit of relief knowing that we had already spent the
whole trimester together, and being able to have notes in
front of us was a bit comforting, knowing that I didn’t have
to memorize this entire presentation like AP Seminar.”

Lewis had a similar experience, as his project went well
despite his challenges with public speaking.

“I feel my presentation went relatively well,” Lewis
said. “I’m not the greatest public speaker and many of my
words kinda mesh together when I get nervous, but all of
what I wanted to say was said in at least some way. [ was a
little disappointed that I couldn’t play guitar for my hook. I
didn’t want to be too loud in the LMC.”

While both teachers no doubt feel proud of their students
for this accomplishment, Fritz and Lewis also have specific
aspects of their project that they’re proud of.

“The aspect of my TED Talk that I’'m the most proud of
is probably the words that I was saying, the paper,” Fritz
said. “I felt like it was very well written and that I was very
TED Talk-y when giving it. I like how I was very nervous,
but able to give my presentation to the people in my class.”

While Fritz is proud of the presentations she gave, Lewis
is more proud of his research.

“The aspect that I’'m most proud of in my TED Talk is
the research I did during it,” Lewis said. “I had already had
a major disdain for generative Al, but I honestly hadn’t
had my own eyes opened to just how much what I was
writing about meant to others, either. We had to conduct
an interview with someone as part of our research, and my
interviewee Charles Schaub had some excellent insight on
how music was crucial to him. I didn’t realize the impact
of generative Al on what people love.”

The choice to change, or at least add parameters, to the
classic “senior project” was not easy; however, the TED
Talk project offers growth opportunities for many seniors,
and that is perhaps the true point of the “senior project.”
The research, interviewing, writing, and public speaking
included in this project are designed to push students out
of their comfort zones, and Mrs. Santos has a final message
for students afraid of such improvement.

“I know it can be nerve wracking to speak in front of your
peers,” Santos said. “However, I hope that after it is all
done, students walk away with a sense of confidence that
bolsters them to continue to get out of their comfort zone
because that is where true growth occurs.”
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Sailor chases television

By Anna Trasky,
Staff Writer

Today, Rich Leist is
a producer and casting
director with credits in
game shows such as
Wipeout, Shark Week,
and Fear Factor, but
once upon a time, he
was just a Mona Shores
performing arts student.

“l graduated from

Mark L. Walberg,” Leist said. “He
was the host of Temptation Island
and Antiques Roadshow. He
made a few calls recommending
me, which led to my interview for
The Weakest Link.”

The wuncertainty of every
day comes with moments and
memories, and after so many
years, Lesit has built a collection.

MSHS in 1998,” Leist Casting director Rich “T've had many meaningful

said. “After graduating, 1 Leist. (Courtesy Photo)

wasn’t sure what [ wanted

to do beyond my parents

wanting me to attend college. I knew I was
interested in the arts and being creative,
which led me to audition for a group
called The Young Americans based out of
California.”

College and California brought new
opportunities and exposure to television,
opening new doors and sparking new ideas.

“Once I arrived, I started performing with
the group and also began taking college
classes,” Leist said. “I spent two years in
school while traveling around the U.S.
teaching music with The Young Americans.
Through the people I met and learning more
about the entertainment world, 1 realized
I wanted to work in TV, I asked for advice
from those around me and decided to pursue
production.”

It’s hard to find success alone, and
Leist credits others in the industry for his
opportunities.

“I got my first opportunity from a Young
Americans alumnus [ met at a work event —

moments,” Leist said. “From
working on Fear Factor to holding
a Guinness World Record for
the largest unscripted casting call, but my
biggest accomplishment is likely being the
first hire to build a casting department at
Netflix. From my first job on the NBC lot
working next to The Tonight Show set, to
building a casting department at Netflix, I
have so many favorites. I also love seeing
others succeed and helping however I can
along their journey.

The future begins in the past, and Leist
knows he didn’t follow the most perfect path
to success.

“My journey was unconventional, but it
worked for me,” Leist said. “T took risks,
but I always bet on myself. When something
doesn’t feel right, listen to that instinct and
take action. You are the captain of your ship.”

Ultimately, Leist’s ship drifts back to
Shores.

“Mona Shores was instrumental in my
journey,” Leist said. “I have nothing but love
for Mona Shores. Hail the colors Blue and
White; our loyalty we give.”
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SAILORY IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Every year, an eager class of Sailors enters the world not as high school students, but as graduated young adults. Though each story may be
told differently, there will come a day for every Mona Shores student when they will step through the doors one last time. However, the stories of

graduated Sailors do not end then.
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Adventure to occupation

By Anna Trasky,
Staff Writer

Advertising is essential to
the flow of business and so
prevalent in daily life that it's
easy to take it for granted.
However, commercials
don’t fall from the sky.
Mona Shores alumna Kay
Gautraud works behind the
scenes of many potentially
familiar campaigns, bringing
dvertisements to the consumer.

y o Advertising Executive
I work as an Advertising p.oqucer Kay Gautraud.

the school newspaper and
yearbook,” Gautraud said.
“If I wasn’t on the field or
court, I was out capturing
moments. In my senior
year, I got to experience so
much. Not just the events [
participated in, but nearly
every activity happening at
school.”

To any students hoping
to follow a similar path, she

Executive Producer,” Gautraud (Courtesy Photo) offers this direction:

said. “Basically, I'm part of a

creative team that brings you TV commercials,
print ads, billboards, and interactive events to
sell products or services.”

The production of an advertisement is
like putting together a puzzle, requiring
the fine balance of many individual
pieces and even finer leadership.
“My role usually kicks in right after the client
‘buys’an ad idea,” Gautraud said. “I’m the one
who wrangles all the financial, operational,
and logistical pieces together. Think of me
as the quarterback, the sideline coach, or the
wedding planner of the ad world.”

Advertisement is everywhere, and so are a
plethora of opportunities.

“Right now I'm at Meta, working on
the Wearables team,” Gautraud said. “We
just launched the Oakley Smartglasses in
October.”

The road to success starts at the beginning,
and Gautraud kept her hands full through her
Senior year.

“In high school, I took on a lot, serving
as captain of both the varsity girls’ tennis
and soccer teams, and acting as editor for

“My advice comes from
all that the busyness of Senior year taught
me: go out, be curious, try all the things,”
Gautraud said. “Seriously! Cheer on your
classmates at the school play, sign up for that
elective you’re curious about, even if you
don’t “need” it. Try everything that sparks
your interest before you have to pick just one
thing to turn into a career.”

The wonder and longing for the inventive
took her far, and it can take anyone with the
willingness.

“I love what I do because advertising
requires creativity, curiosity, and a sense
of adventure,” Gautraud said. “This field
practically dares you to see the world with
fresh eyes, to dive into what people value,
celebrate, and find beautiful”

Ultimately, a career in advertising embraces
the unpredictable and innovative, rarely
boring those who choose to pursue it.

“The best part? No two days are ever
the same,” Gautraud said. “There’s always
a new puzzle to crack, a fresh idea to
chase, or a wild challenge to tackle.”
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Senior Elise Mosley as the angel. (Courtesy Photo)
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Articles By Sara Kim, Staff Writer
Senior excited for opportunity to be Angel in the Singing Chrlstmas Tree
gets colder and Michigan exemplifies the passion for singing and the hard work
plunges into a long season of it takes to be the best you can be. The angel is a person
its week-long Singing Christmas leads by example. It is a position for someone who doesn’t
Tree performance. necessarily find him or herself in the spotlight regularly, but
remarkable 67 feet tall, this is This description perfectly characterizes who the angel is
the tallest singing Christmas tree  for the 2025 Singing Christmas Tree: senior Elise Mosley.
other Christmas tree, this tree embraced that role wholeheartedly.
has its very own angel at the “When I was chosen for the angel, I felt surprised,”
responsibility of being to be chosen for the angel made me feel very excited and
chosen to stand at the proud.”
Christmas Tree, there is to showcase hard-working choir students who may get
a lot of consideration  overlooked. Through Mosley’s love and dedication for the
choosing said angel.  shine as the angel this year. consideration, but Mosley proved herself to be worthy of
“The angel “I have been in choir for five years now,” Mosley said. the role with her love of singing and choir.

% —-S even Feel In 74
Every year as the air angel is always a high school senior and is someone who
f e
winter, Mona Shores prepares for who never gives up, demonstrates kindness to others, and
With the tree standing at a for one weekend is given their moment to shine!”

in the world; similar to every Being chosen as the angel is a lot of pressure, but Mosley
top. With the enormous Mosley said. “There are many great people in the choir and
tallest spot in the Singing Being chosen as the angel is the perfect opportunity
that goes into choir program, it is clear that she was the perfect student to

represents the spirit ~ “I have always enjoyed singing and I remember my parents “My favorite part about choir is when we are all working

and the heart of the ~ taking me to musicals, Pop Goes the Sailors and the Singing ~ together day after day, trying to improve e;ach song, and

. .. Mona  Shores  Christmas Tree when I was young. Those experiences eventually, it all comes together,” Mosley said. “It is surreal

h ‘ Choir,” inspired me to bea part of the choir community.” to hear such beautiful music created by such dedicated and
said  choir It is evident that Mosley has a deep connection and history amazing people.

director with the Mona Shores’ choir program, which makes it extra Mosley continues to be uplifted and supported by the hard-

Brendan  special to her and her family that she was chosen for such working and passionate singers in the choir. To be a part of a
Closz. animportant role in the Singing Christmas Tree this year. program that connects like-minded and driven people alike
I ‘_ “The “Elise shows up every day ready to be her best,” Closz is a special experience that Mosley can be involved in.

’ said. “She does the hard work each and every day despite “I feel sad that this is my last Singing Christmas Tree

s r adversity. To me, Elise exemplifies what it is to demonstrate perfonngnce,” Mosley said. “But I am satisﬁeq with my

i & a love for both singing and the MSHS Choir Program.” accomplishments and hard work throughout my high school
F Determination, dedication, and passion. Those qualities ~career.”

] are what make up the angel, and are qualities that Mosley Although this is Mosley’s last performance in the Singing

displayed throughout all her years in the choir program Christmas Tree, it will surely be her most memorable, as she

. [ at Shores. Choosing the angel takes a lot of careful hasthehonorofbeingtheperfectangelthisperformanceneeds.

[
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By Eddie Kuznar,
Editor-in-Cheif

Mona Shores students are §*
finding hope, fellowship,
and faith in an unexpected
place: a student-led Bible
study that meets on late-
start Wednesday mornings.
What began as a small
group chat among friends
has grown into a gathering
of nearly 20 students each
week, united by a desire

to share the Gospel and
support one another.

“The inspiration came
from our desire to share our
faith with our peers. In the
Bible, God has called us to
be disciples of all nations,
spreading the Gospel
wherever we go. Starting
this Bible study was our way
of living into that calling,” sophomore Zoey White said.
“My calling to be a leader started in middle school when

I began to spend more time at school. No one ever spoke
about God openly, and the concept of church seemed
weird to most kids. I realized that most of the people I
spent time around in my classes had never been told about
the Bible. That was the root of my inspiration; I wanted

to give people a space to learn about God and ask hard
questions without being judged. I also wanted to give a
space for believers to feel seen and supported, even when
it feels like no one else might agree with them.”

The idea to start the Bible study started in a middle
school group chat. White and her friends wanted to find a
way to share the Gospel with their community. White and
her friends began offering breakfast at the Bible study.
“Thanks to the support of parents, teachers, and many
friends, we followed through and started a Bible study

at the middle school,” White said. “This year, we finally
brought it to the high school; it may have a different name,
but it is the same idea with the same intentions. Every late
start, we open Mrs. Santos’ doors at 8:30, and we give
about 15-20 minutes for students to come in, talk with
friends, and grab a donut before we officially start.”

The Bible study has quickly become more than just a
meeting, it’s a source of encouragement for students and
staff alike, who have started to notice the positive impact
that the study has had on the school.

“There have been multiple occasions where I’ve had
students or even teachers say our Bible study spreads hope
and joy when life starts to feel heavy or uncertain,” White
said. “Since we started this Bible study, we have had a
consistent group coming, and even just within that small
group, I have seen such growth in confidence and the
loving attitudes being shared across our group and into our
classes and extracurriculars. The whole reason we started
this was to share hope and love within our schools, and

I believe that has not only become a reality, but a strong
foundation in many of our lives.”

Not only does the Bible study strengthen their

Anchored in Faith members pose for a picture during
Bible study before school (Emelie Santos).
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anhared in Faith

Students start Bible Study before school W|th hope of spreading the Gospel.

relationship with God,

but it also strengthens

the relationships that the

i} members have with each
other. These connections
have created a ripple effect,
strengthening bonds across
classrooms, extracurriculars,
and the wider school

4 community.

“We love coming into the
Bible study each week and
just seeing other believers,”
sophomore Micah Bement,
who is also one of the leaders
of the group, said. “I think
J because many of us don’t
know many other believers
throughout the school helps
us bond and know that we
can support each other and
fall back on each other if
needed. It is also just so fun
to be able to talk with each
other before Bible study and just see how each other are
doing so that has produced a lot of new friendships.”

Leading a group can be a nerve-wracking experience.
Finding ways to persevere through those nerves are
crucial to a successful discussion. For Bement, he found
ways to calm himself back in middle school

“My first experience (leading a group discussion) was
in seventh grade,” Bement said. “I was very nervous but
if you have ever taught on God’s word you know that you
just have to trust that God will speak through you and that
is what I did so that helped me be a lot less nervous.”

The Bible study has started with a small group of kids,
but the group loves to accept people with open arms.

This spirit of inclusivity is central to the group’s mission,
creating a safe space where students can explore faith, ask
questions, and build community without fear of judgment.

“Anyone can join. All you have to do is enter through
the front doors and come through the front office on late
start mornings at 8:30 am,” White said. “We would love to
see more people come, and hope to see it grow throughout
this school year and the years to come. We want to create
a strong, tight-knit community where our peers know that
they always have something they can be a part of and
someone they can reach out to with questions.”

The Bible study at Shores has become a cornerstone of
connection and encouragement, offering students a place
to belong and grow together. With its focus on openness,
leadership, and Christ-centered community, the group
is leaving a legacy that will endure long after its current
members graduate.

“We want to see Jesus at the center of our group and
also at the center of our own lives as we go throughout our
days at school on our own,” White said. “We would also
love to see the Bible study continue long after its current
leaders graduate, as it has at the middle school. The
impact of this group has been bigger than I think any of us
ever imagined. Our little Bible study has created a lasting
ripple effect, and we pray it will continue to for as long as
possible.”
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Shores students share a variety of traditions during the holiday season

Junior celebrates a mix of Christmas and Hanukkah

Student shares her traditions involving Dia de

Los Reyes

Each household has many traditions
during the holiday season. For senior
Alizee Lopez, she has her own unique
customs for celebrating the holidays
with her family.

“Once Christmas passes, El Dia de
Reyes is next. It is just like Christmas,
only a little different,” Lopez said. “It
is all about being good to others a:

staying true to yoursre,‘ﬁ.’;.t;i'ﬁé-.;ﬂ
Lopez prioritizes the ) eaning
of El Dia de Reyes by staying
authentically herself.
Furthermore, ﬂﬁﬁ’ a
de Reyes with important foods and
customs with her family. ]

getting blessed.”

With all of the delicious foods and
family time that goes along with El
Dia de Reyes, Lopez has plans to carry
out her family traditions throughout
her future.

“I plan to celebrate these traditions
in the future the same way my family

‘:/oes currently,” Lopez said. “I do not
ant to change anyil-fﬂ'flg about what

we do or how we do i -

Lopez exemplifies &Molidays
are a whelesome time ‘E?f‘auahty
interactio x family, along with

‘the gratitude one has
ed ones. She cherishes

“One of the most important foods —the moments spent with her family,

is La Rosca de Reyes,” Lopez said.
“It is basically this big piece of bread
shaped into a circle, and inside of the
bread there is a little baby Jesus. If the
piece of bread you cut has the baby
in it, you have to make the food for
the whole family, and it is a symbol of

creating lasting memories through
shared meals, laughter, and the
exchange of gifts.

The holidays are marked by
diverse traditions and customs, each
household adding its own touch to
the celebration. For junior Goldwyn
Boyden, the holidays are very busy
and filled with family traditions.

“During the holiday season,
we balance both Christmas and
Hanukkah,” Boyden sai
celebrate both holida

Boyden has a
celebrating  the
along with her famil
major holidays into a lo
celebrations.

“We each open one present unt
the last night of Hanukkah,” Boyden
said. “Then eventually it leads
Christmas.”

Boyden has many favorite traditions
that come with celebrating both of
these holidays. She goes into
detail about some of her
family customs around
that time of year,

including the braided Jewish bread
and prayer involved.

“We sing a Jewish prayer every
night,” Boyden said. “Also, we eat
challah when the holiday season
comes around.”

- Boyden has many memories that
e cherished from past years of
ing both of these holidays.

g very emotional

. .éid. “I just loved
all together singing

brating the holiday season, she
brings joy and love to each tradition.
Boyden believes that having these
aditions can bring the family together
as they celebrate their relationships
and gratitude for each other

to celebrate the
throughout the entire globe
example, the exchange studer
France, Simon Leroy, ce
Christmas in a traditional ma

“l  celebrate  Chris
decorating a Christmas tre
said. “I also love receiving gi
believing in Santa Claus.”

Leroy has many Ch
traditions that he celebrates
the holiday season. Specifica
favorite tradition lies on C
morning.

“Christmas morning, when I
the presents, is my favorite
the holidays,” Leroy said.

with enjoying some of my favorlte

seasonal foods.”

Leroy also elaborates on his favorite

There are many ways
holidays

Exchange student shares how he
celebrates Christmas in France

his family and celebrates Christmas.
“On Christmas, my family and I all
eat together,” Leroy said. “We also
open gifts together as a family.”
~ Leroy has many movies he enjoys
atch over the holidays. He
ntions his favorites and how they
him into the Christmas spirit.
love watching Christmas
” Leroy said. “My favorite is
Home Alone, the first one.”
many are separated by
are also united by their

is important to
e traditions and keep
ristmas spirit alive.

lieves that by keeping these
tra s, he can stay connected
to his family and the spirit of
Christmas, no matter where he is.

memories and family traditions. He
explains how he gets together with
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o) From Dad To Coach ©

Varsity girls basketball coach expresses his love for coaching his own kids.

By Kendall Berghuis
Staff Writer

One of the most rewarding experiences is coaching a
sport that you truly love, but being able to coach your own
daughters might be a little better than that. Sharing the sport
that you used to play with your daughters is one of the best
experiences a coach can have.

Girls Varsity Basketball Head Coach, Mike Phillips, has
had the honor of coaching all three of his daughters, alumni
Ali Phillips, who graduated in 2023, alumni Katie Phillips,
who graduated last year in 2025, and sophomore Lauren
Phillips, who is currently on the varsity team.

“For each of them, it has been different because of when I
took over as the varsity coach,” Phillips said. “I coached Ali
more when she was younger because I was coaching middle
school and JV and had fewer basketball responsibilities. I
spent a few seasons coaching Katie when she was younger,
but also had help from Shane Clausen and Eric Allen. When
I took over as varsity coach back in 2018, Lauren was in 2nd
grade, so I haven’t had as much time to spend with her. 1
hope that in these next three years I can make up for some
of those memories that I didn’t get to create with her when
she was little.”

As said before, being able to coach your kids almost every
day is very fulfilling, as one is able to make many memories
with them.

“My favorite memories from being in the gym with them
are when they were all younger,” Phillips said.”Summer
camps, youth basketball, Spartan Showcase, Hoop City,
adrenaline games. Those are the things that are the most
memorable for me.”
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Coach phlllli)s posmg W.lth two of h.lS daughters Ali
Phillips and Katie Phillips (courtesy photo).

Sports/News Briefs

Though being your kids’ coach is a very rewarding
experience for Phillips, there has also been a challenge that
he has had to face.

“It is one of the most rewarding experiences,” Phillips
said. “But, it constantly demands self-awareness to ensure
I coach them fairly and objectively, separating my role as
their coach and their dad. A main challenge is the perception
of favoritism towards my own kids. I know that when it
comes to decisions that include them, it can be met with
harsher criticism of both them and me. Oftentimes, I was a
little harder on them just to prove I was fair to the team, and
to make sure they weren’t always hearing criticism from
me, | made sure assistant Coach DeLong jumped in with his
feedback too.”

Being able to separate the roles of dad and coach can be
hard at times, but it is crucial to act as their coach on the
court and dad off the court.

“If they aren’t playing exceptionally well and making
mistakes on the court, I have to remind myself to treat them
like I would any other player,” Phillips said. “This can be
challenging. Having a great assistant coach helps, but [ don’t
think there is a balance when they are on the court. They get
treated the same as any other player. It’s when we leave the
court that I try to switch over to being just their dad. But, |
haven’t always been the best at that over the years.”

Some may think that it is so much easier to coach your
own daughter; in some ways, yes, but in other ways, it might
actually be harder.

“It is both: it is easier because I have an understanding of
their personalities, but harder because the emotional stakes
are much higher,” Phillips said. “I have to work harder to
avoid any appearance of favoritism.”
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Coach Phillips posing w1th his second daughter Katie
Phillips (courtesy photo).

When talking to Phillips’ youngest daughter, Lauren, she
also says that having her dad as a coach is a fun and unique
thing she gets to experience, but she also shares how it can
be challenging as well.

“My dad knows what’s best for me and he knows how
to help me get better,” Lauren Phillips said. “He is always
there for me. One thing that comes negatively to having my
dad as a coach is that some people might think that I only
make varsity because my dad is the coach. It makes me
work harder to prove that that’s not why I am on the team, I
am on the team because I deserve to be.”

There are many memories that are made throughout the
four-month-long season.

“My favorite memory last year was being able to be with
my sister Katie and my dad at practices and games,” Lauren
Phillips said. “Being able to play with Katie was one of my
favorites, but having my dad there too made it even more
special.”

Coach Phillips shares how special it is to coach his kids.
“Coaching them has allowed me to create a unique bond
with each of them,” Coach Phillips said. “Our time together
on and off the court has been unbelievably special, creating
memories we will cherish long after their careers have
ended.”

This experience is more than just wins and losses; it’s
about family, dedication, making memories, and forming
unique bonds, showing how sports can connect families in
ways that one cannot describe.

Coach Phillips’ commitment to his daughters and his team
exemplifies the power of sports to shape character, build
relationships, and foster a love for the game that extends far
beyond the court.

Coach Phillips posing with his third daughter Lauren
Phillips (courtesy photo).

Boys Basketball

The boys have gotten off to a 1-3

start with loses to Hudsonville (63-

55), East Grand Rapids (68-57), and
Northview (67-41). Their win came
against Fruitport (53-46). Seniors Ryan
Opsommer and Travy Frederick have
led the way for the Sailors thus far.

Girls Basketball
The girls have started 0-1 to start

the year, dropping the first game to
Hudsonville (59-40). Seniors Maddie
Russell led the way with 12 points,
Laynie Russell added 10, freshmen
Malia Delasko chipped in 9, and Gabi
Koziak had 5. The ladies will travel to
Cheboygan Saturday (Dec. 13th) to
take on the Chiefs.

Hockey
The boys have gotten off to a hot start

with a 4-1-1. Wins came against Byron
Center (4-2), Allen Park (8-0), Traverse
City West (2-1), and Grand Haven
(5-3). The Sailors tied Wyandotte
Roosevelt and lost to Traverse City St.
Francis. Senior Eli Habetler has led
the way in goals and junior Will Nolan
has stood tall in net. The Sailors will
play Chippewa Valley United on Friday,
December 12th.

Volunteer

Varsity basketball is in need of
volunteers ot work the concessions
stand during home games. This counts
as volunteer hours. Please see Mrs.
Conrad or the NHS google classroom
to sign up.
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The hidden struggles behind baseball's greatest superstars

By Nathan VanEtten,
Staff Writer

For many young athletes who grow up outside of the
United States, where opportunities may be limited, and
dreams of professional baseball can often feel impossible,
baseball for them feels more than just a sport. It becomes
a way of life, a new chance, a door that may open up to
a future that looks nothing like the one they have always
known.

This is clearly shown in the journeys of players from
politically corrupt or impoverished countries who take
astronomical risks just to pursue their dreams in playing
baseball at the professional level. While each individual
player’s path may seem different at face value, their
reasoning stems from the same place. This reasoning is
the belief that baseball is the one thing that will actually
allow them to be able to lift themselves out of their current
circumstances they were born into.

Baseball’s global reach is easy to see when you take a
peek at Major League rosters, but these rosters don't show
the struggle and grind that many players had to go through
in order to reach where they are. Specifically, in some
South American countries such as the Dominican Republic,
Venezuela, Haiti, Nicaragua, Cuba, and many others,
children often grow up learning the game of baseball with
equipment that may be on its last threads. A glove may pass
through multiple families as well as multiple generations. A
slightly broken wooden bat may look as if a woodchuck got
hold of it, but it is still in use. Balls are used long after the
stitching comes apart, and you can see the yarn on the inside.
Yet some of the world's most talented baseball players are
born in these areas.

For these kids, baseball represents their sense of purpose
and possibility. It is common for these families to live
on barely a dollar a day, often without a stable source of
electricity or clean running water. The idea of collegiate
athletics, private training facilities, and paid youth Little
League is almost unthinkable in these countries, yet so
popular back here in the States. The sport of baseball in
these countries grows through unkempt dirt fields, crowded
streets, and school courtyards with barely enough space for

Jose Ramirez (Courtasy Photo)

them to create an infield. And yet, great talent still emerges
through this.

The dream of making it to Major League Baseball isn’t
simply about personal gains or fame. It directly ties to their
survival, not only at the individual level, but also for the
rest of their family. A single high-level professional contract
has the potential to lift an entire family out of poverty and
can reshape the opportunities given for generations to come.
Players who eventually make it to the United States become
the primary financial support for not only their close family,
but also are able to financially support distant relatives,
further bettering their communities back home. Baseball for
them becomes not only a sport but a responsibility, a direct
path that offers an opportunity for escape from circumstances
that so many others like them are unable to outrun.

This responsibility doesn’t just spring upon ballplayers
when they hit the age of 18; every year, the age at which
meaningful training begins in these countries, and across the
globe, is getting younger and younger. In the Dominican
Republic and Venezuela, talented children often leave
school early in order to focus all of their efforts on baseball.
This pressure begins for them quickly, by the age of around
13 or 14, while many people their age in the United States
are focusing on pre-algebra and focusing on beginning high
school, these kids are preparing for international scouts.

For players coming from countries with political
restrictions regarding leaving the country in pursuit of a
career or dangerous living conditions, reaching the United
States can often involve great uncertainty and may often
lead ballplayers to break a few rules along their path.
Cuban athletes, for example, have really had no legal way
to directly sign with Major League teams, and because of
this, many left the island through highly secretive methods
before starting the daunting task of pursuing long-term
residency somewhere.

Even once these players reach the States, a brand new
set of challenges arrives. For instance, the language barrier
between the United States and these players' home countries
will create daily difficulties. Many of these people will also
enter the Minor Leagues with little to no money, having
to share tightly crowded spaces with teammates to try and
make sure every dollar they earn is saved. The pressure

from the feeling of needing to support family members, and
making sure that you can be relied on, intensifies along the
process.

That being said, Minor League Baseball is not glamorous
at all. Long bus rides to games, incredibly low salaries for
the amount of effort put in, and constant relocation from city
to city can create a very stressful and demanding lifestyle,
especially for a young player living on their own for the
first time. The idea of “failing” in America also carries a
tremendous weight on each of these players' backs, knowing
that if they return home without success, it may feel as if they
are returning home without having accomplished anything
meaningful. This is the driving fear that pushes international
players to work harder, train longer hours, and endure more
challenges than they will ever be given credit for.

But when a player receives the long-awaited call-up that
they are officially a member of the MLB, the meaning goes
beyond being able to play the game at the next level. It
means stability for their family. It means more opportunities
for the people around them and from their community.
It means that every hour sacrificed and every risk taken
was not for nothing. This accomplishment often ripples
across communities as a whole, helping to inspire younger
athletes to chase a similar dream, because when they see
a professional athlete who came from a similar area, they
are greatly more motivated to pursue that dream, because of
how similar their situations may have been.

The United States, with its large stadiums and global
representation, represents every one of these athletes'
destinations. But the actual story lives on the dirt fields
without fences, without perfectly cut grass, without dugouts.
Where somehow some of the greatest players to ever touch a
baseball first learned to play this great game. And how every
individual ball player carries their own story far deeper than
words can describe.

The journey from poverty to prosperity helps remind us
that baseball has always been more than just the result of what
happens on the field. It’s about the dedication, determination,
and resilience of every individual who laces up their cleats.
It’s about people willing to sacrifice everything for just a
chance to bring prosperity, not only for themselves, but
for everyone waiting and counting on them back home.

Growing up in an impoverished community in the Dominican Republic, José
Ramirez saw baseball as his community's lifeline and a way to bring new paths for
future generations. Even through poverty and all of the hardships Jose has faced in

his journey, he is now one of the most talented players of our generation. Today,
the Guardians' star gives back to his community and communities alike by funding
local fields, proving that a singular MLB contract has the ability to ripple across
generations.
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