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WHAT’'S HAPPENING

Utica Community School’s next steps

PAIGE BRINKEY
MANAGING EDITOR

Photo from LinkedIn

Robert Monroe

UCS Superintendent

“By adjusting all high schools to
ninth through twelfth grade and
implementing sixth through eighth grade
middle schools, we can increase the rigor
and course offerings to sixth and ninth
grade students and their access to co-
curricular activities.”

Photo from LinkedIn

Timothy Youngblood

Utica High School Principal

“At first, I thought we were going to get
400 more kids put into the school, but the
district is making comments that it's not
going to be as high of a number as [
think. They're very cryptic about their
answer to me, which leads me to believe
there's going to be something going on
with boundary reshaping.”

Photo from Utica Education Association

Brian Cecil
UCS Union President

“There will be many questions that cannot
be answered during the exploration phase.
A great deal of planning needs to take
place to implement this concept. The
UEA will be seeking input from members
in the following weeks and months... You
should not expect any large-scale changes
heading into the 2026-27 school year.”

For decades, Utica Community Schools has oper-
ated with sophomores through seniors placed at the
high school level. However, according to a memo sent
out by superintendent Robert Monroe on Oct. 13, the
district is reconsidering the structure and may add all
freshmen to Utica, Eisenhower, and Stevenson.

UCS is one of the last Michigan public school dis-
tricts to still include sixth grade in elementary and
ninth grade in middle school. The majority of junior
high schools in the state were changed to the cur-
rent sixth through eighth grade middle school model
roughly 40 to 60 years ago.

“The current grade configurations were based on
the district’s building capacities,” Monroe said. “With
recent changes to our enrollment, we now have the
ability to consider our grade configurations not solely
on capacity, but rather from an academic lens as struc-
tures that can better support student achievement.”

As stated in the memo, part of the goal of reconfig-
uring the buildings is to increase course intensity and
opportunity for students. Accelerated, honors, and AP
classes will be more accessible to students, alongside
new prospects for clubs and extracurricular activi-
ties. Michigan curriculum and test score standards
are organized in the configuration that UCS would be
switching to. Though, Monroe stated, “This is not a
legislatively motivated undertaking”

Similar to the new change, two schools in the dis-
trict, Bemis Junior High School and Henry Ford II
High School, are configured to seventh and eighth
grade in junior high and ninth through twelfth grade
in high school. Even with the exclusion of sixth grade,
in Monroe’s eyes, they’re working with better equip-
ment.

“Henry Ford II has a long history of strong student
achievement and high graduation rates,” Monroe said.
“This is supported by research that identifies students
perform academically at a stronger rate in a 9-12 high
school configuration”

Superintendent Robert Monroe’s video explanation of
where the district is currently at in planning building

reconfigurations.

Part of the charm and attractiveness of UCS is their
specialty programs. The newest edition, the Health and
Human Services program at Utica High School, has
given some freshmen a taste of high school. Howev-
er, it has given general education high school students
and teachers a taste of overcrowding. Utica’s building
is the oldest in the district, and the school’s principal,

D

Timothy Youngblood, is already uneasy about the pos-
sible reconfigurations.

“As far as class sizes, I brought that up as a concern
last week. We had a meeting about this. I'm not sure
how we can fit 400 more kids in this school. I just don’t
see it,” Youngblood said. “I think there’s going to be
some boundary reshaping. I don’t know what we're go-
ing to be looking at because it’s so early on. If they put
that many more kids in the school right now, would I
be concerned? For sure. It’s an old school, so it’s not
built for that amount of students. I have some nerves
about that”

Youngblood’s questions have not gone complete-
ly unnoticed, but they have gone unanswered. Mon-
roe has commented on the situation without specif-
ics. Speculation has been left to Uticas community,
and most thoughts point towards rezoning in-district
neighborhoods.

“Capacity is an issue that would be addressed as part
of a study of grade configurations, if there is a decision
to move forward,” Monroe said. “For our high schools,
the additional grade would mean a return to the en-
rollment that they had about fifteen years ago prior to
the declines in student enrollment. Class sizes would
not change, the adjustment would be to the amount of
classes being run at any one time in a building.”

All angles considered, UCS is trying to keep up with
the times. Modernizing the district’s building config-
urations has been a topic for a long time. Spokespeo-
ple for UCS have emphasized that community feed-
back will play major role before any final decisions are
made. While nothing is solidified at the moment, plans
assert that this will go into effect around the 2027-28
school year, if not later.
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Ml avoids cutting funding for the arts

MARY LUBIEN
PAGE & SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Woodall also expressed that all kinds of students
enjoy art classes.

“Students always say that the art classes are relax-
ing,” Woodall said. “It’s good way to decompress for
everyone, even ones not skilled at it”

To art students, freedom of expression in art has
a big impact on their lives. Junior Aaron Paul has
created art for his entire life and has been attending
art classes since sixth grade. This cut could damage
his future as an artist when he graduates. When asked
about the importance of art in his life, he ex-

. pressed that art is a part of everything in life
no matter what.

“I think it is really important because
art is everywhere whether you realize it or
not,” Paul said. “It’s the foundation of every-

thing”

However, with the cuts and poor art pro-
grams it becomes more apparent that
creativity risks losing its colors.

Even though the budget is safe
for now, the future of
funding for Michi-

gan arts will remain
unsteady.

Red and
blue make purple,
yellow and blue make
green, and cutting funding for
already struggling art programs only mixes to g
dull the value of art itself. 1Y

On Aug. 27, Michigan House of Represen-
tatives passed a budget that would eliminate
funding for all arts and culture programs,
including the Michigan Arts and Culture
Council (MACC). Losing these five billion
dollars means the possibility of losing art initiatives
like theaters, art programs, and risking artists” careers.
After much argument between both Republican and
Democratic representatives, the budget cut was finally
cancelled. But that doesn’t stop future budget cuts,
which makes the funding and the future of art uncer-
tain.

Jennifer Allore is an art teacher at Utica, her skills
expand over all kinds of media such as painting,
drawing, and sculpture. She has been an art teacher
for 29 years. Over those years she’s watched the value
of art fade in the eyes of many.

“It's devastating to humans for art to be less im-
portant,” Allore said. “Some form of art is important
for everyone because it is a means to express yourself,
be creative, grow brain cells, and to give something
out to the world instead of just absorbing informa-
tion.”

Although it may not affect art teachers’ careers at
school, the loss of funding would have put them in a
bad spot as professional artists outside of school. As
Allore explains, many art programs rely on outside
money like funding from MACC. If the cut went
through, it puts many jobs within these creative pro-
grams at risk.

“I enter my artwork into a ton of galleries and a lot
of times they are funded by outside sources,” Allore
said. “If galleries can’t get money, it would affect
them, me, and all the artwork from the past”

The photography and yearbook teacher, Erin
Woodall, has been teaching art for 15 years. She
agrees with Allore on how much this budget cut af-
fects people's views on art. When asked her thoughts
on the budget cut, she explained that art is always
seen without value and threatened to lose money.

“They always do that; we are always the first to get
cut,” Woodall said. “Art is always devalued.”

GRAPHIC BY MARY LUBIEN
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Donuts and Chill

Student Council hosted the third annual cider mill on Oct. 31 in UHS's courtyard. Featuring donuts,
games, and painting activities for students to enjoy. It is an event that helps fundraise for Student

Council create more fun events for the school in the future.

RILEY BANKS AND SAZAN LUHAIB
PHOTO EDITOR & REPORTER

BACKGROUND BY KARA BOICE

“It’s a lot of fun,
and as a senior

stuff like this
makes it worth

while.”

-Senior Jade
\ McKinney

Seniors Khadeeja Zubaidi, LalRin Ngheti, and Mariam Al Bakoss-
mile paint at the cider mill on Halloween. This event ran from
third to fifth hour. pHoros sy sazan LUHAIB

Seniors Keegan Finn and Owen Post smile big during the cider
mill on Oct. 31. PHOTOS BY SUZANNE GREENFIELD

"W PHOTO BY
CUTOUT BY;KARA BOICE

£ AN
Seniors Sofia Crook and Ava Brunning take a

seat in the courtyard and chat during the cider
mill on Oct. 31. PHoTOS BY SUZANNE GREENFIELD

Zechmeister enjoy the face painting and other
festivities at the cider mill. protos BY sazan LuHAB

On Halloween, senior Delana Dickow is seen face painting senior Annabelle Katha's
face as one of the activities in the courtyard. The cider mill was a fundraiser and a chill
activity for students and for student council members. pHotos ey sazan LuHais

Student Council member hands
a ticket to a customer on Oct. 31.

“I’d change the weather

if I could, but I always

look forward to cider
mill every year.”

PHOTO BY HUNTER LIEBZEIT

-Senior Aida
Kacabeli

=

PHOTO BY SAZAN LUHAIB
CUTOUT BY KARA BOICE
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A WAKIz-UP CALL ON

ENERCGY DRINKS

MARY LUBIEN
PAGE & SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

All you need to purchase a can
of essential energy, fast metabo-
lism, and fat burner is $2.39. It may
sound unbelievable to some, but this
is what each can of Celsius has. For
years, energy drinks have been a
common beverage found in vending
machines and the school store, The
Chief Connection, at Utica High
School. However, starting this year,
a district wide ban has made the ap-
pearance of energy drinks in school
scarce.

Although bringing your own en-
ergy drinks into school is not pro-
hibited, the beverage is not allowed
to be sold in school. Due to limited
access, the intention is for students.
Teacher of 28 years, Dana Boice has
been running the Chief Connec-
tion for 21 years. Not only was she
shocked by the sudden decision, but
she has noticed a difference in sales
since the banning of energy drinks.

“I was surprised that the district
decided to ban energy drinks for all
students,” Boice said. “Some of our
sales have been affected, but lucki-
ly, we have found different products

GRAPHIC BY ANNA BROWN

that students have enjoyed such as
Poppi and other caffeinated bever-
ages”

The ages of the students at Uti-
ca High School range from 13 to
18 years old. When asking senior
Mackenzie Chupa for her opinion
on the ban, she expressed the idea
that the ages of the students at our
school should be old enough to
make their own decisions.

“I think the ban is silly;” Chupa
said. “Students are old enough at
our school to make the decision if
they want to consume energy drinks
or not”

The decision originated from the
district’s Food and Nutrition office,
which recently implemented new
health guidelines for all schools.
Principal Timothy Youngblood of
Utica High School said the school is
simply following the district’s direc-
tive.

“It's something that is required to
do, and, you know, it is what it is. It’s
probably healthier for everybody in
the end,” Youngblood said. “If kids

really want them, they’re going to
bring them in on their own?”

For some, the ban is unneces-
sary, but for others it is promoting
student health. Students' perspec-
tives on the ban depend on whether
they drink them or not. Either way,
energy drinks won't be making an
appearance in the school vending
machine anytime soon.
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How seniors brought Model UN to Utica

ALIJAH DOWNEY
COPY EDITOR

This school year, seniors Sofia Crook and Sophie
Bowers have brought Model UN experience to

Utica High School. The idea began when Crook was
influenced by her step mom about Model United Na-
tions, often called Model UN, is a club where students
replicate international diplomacy by representing
countries and their views and debating global issues.
The idea began when Crook was influenced by her
stepmom’s stories and other schools that already had
Model UN programs.

“My stepmom said she did Model UN when she was
in high school, and I've seen other schools do it, too,”
Crook said. “I took inspiration from her and the other
schools”

Along with her stepmom’s influence, Crook’s expe-
rience in AP Government with teacher Collin Syler
also inspired her to take the idea further.

“I took AP Gov, and I really liked how Mr. Syler
utilized class discussions and having students go up
against each other,” Crook said. “So, I wanted to have a

place outside of class to do that”

Crook’s next step was to find out whether the club
could become a reality.

“Over the Summer, I Teams messaged Syler,” Crook
said, “and asked, ‘would you be okay with making this
club; and he said yes.”

Her message was met with the enthusiasm shed hoped
for from her past AP Government teacher.

“I was really excited when Sofia messaged me about
creating Model UN,” Syler said. “As a government
teacher, nothing makes me happier than students en-
joying these discussions.”

That enthusiasm quickly turned into a goal: to give
students a space to engage in those conversations be-
yond the classroom.

“I knew there were students interested in current
events, globally and nationally;” Syler said. “I wanted to
give them a place to discuss these topics.”

Backed by Syler’s confirmation and motivation in
tow, Crook had what she needed to move forward—

except for one thing: a partner.

“I knew I couldn’t do this alone and that other stu-
dents would be interested, so I asked Sophie Bowers if
she wanted to partner with me.”

After Bowers’ recruitment, the pair started taking the
first official steps to make the club happen.

“We asked Syler to be the club’s advisor, and he said,
‘yes,” Bowers said. “Then, we had to email Mr. Young-
blood to get the idea approved.”

Now, everything else was in place, and Crook and
Bowers had one final step left: getting principal Timo-
thy Youngblood’s approval.

“Mr. Youngblood really liked the idea. We just need-
ed to have a talk in his office, and the club was made”

With the club now established, Crook, Bowers, and
Syler are excited to see their members become more
involved and confident in debate.

After a successful first meeting, they plan to keep
the momentum going and hope to have an out-of-
school conference by the end of the year.

Advanced Placement art sustained investigations

ABIGAIL GRAMER
REPORTER

At Utica High School, AP Art students are
working on their sustained in-
vestigations. These are big
projects that let them ex- g/
plore a topic thats deeper |
than an average art class.
Every students project is °
different, and they show
their thought process through
art pieces that they create.
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Senior Kathryn Tuffy is focusing on an issue she
believes needs awareness. Tuffy’s artwork and inqui-
ry show how pollution damages the environment and
how people can make a difference. Her piece has plas-
tic and recycled materials to get people to think about
the world’s current problems today.

“My sustained investigation is about pollution and
how it affects the world,” Tuffy said. “I made this my
project because I think it's a major problem in our so-
ciety, and I wanted to represent it through art”

Another senior, Faina Lage, decided to take on a
deep theme for her project.

Lages artwork explores the struggles that come
from war, while also showing courage and hope.

“My sustained investigation inquiry for AP art is
how you can find beauty in war;” Lage said. “I have a
passion for war movies and history. My favorite movie
is 19177

As the semester moves forward, the art room is full
of students working on these projects. These students
sustained investigations show not only their art but the
thought process behind it.

i
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Senior Faina Lage started her experimentation portion of her AP art sus-

tained investigation. She used acrylic paint to create different greens and
blues for her future painting. PHOTO BY ABIGAL GRAMER



The talent at Utica High School

LEXI SCHOLTEN
REPORTER

Utica High School hosted a talent show on Oct. 23
in the auditorium featuring theater, choir, and drama
students while raising funds for their upcoming show,
Murder on the 518.

Entry to the talent show was free, but donations
were accepted. The amount of money raised was $150,
and the winner of the raffle chose to give back the
money, so they were able to keep the full amount

The students involved in the show were Maken-
na Bliskey, Morgan Hintz, Thomas Hostinsky, Alexis
Lulej, Owen Mailhot, Alex Malseed, Huyada Mansor,
Jaxson Readett, Zoe Stevens, Jonathan McCabe, Johani
Blushi, Chase Peterson, Andrew Watson, Olvia Grif-
fith, Samantha Householder, Lana LaTulip, Ahlivia

Senior Jonathan McCabe performs at the talent show singing "Rainbow
Connection" with Kermit. PHOTO BY LEXI SCHOLTEN

Skotzke, Anna Stecker, and Jonathan Sopko.

“The talent show was amazing and I think all of us
did an amazing job with our performances,” performer
senior Jonathan McCabe said. “My favorite probably
would’ve been mine only because of Kermit.”

Senior Owen Mailhot further talked about his expe-
riences as a performer in the talent show.

“I thought I did fine, and I would change nothing
about my performance,” Mailhot said. “I think I did the
best of my ability”

The audience was engaged and held high praise for
the performances.

“I believe the performance were absolutely aston-
ishing,” spectator senior Aidan Morris said, “and I

Members of choir and drama perform "Time Warp" at the talent show.
PHOTO BY LEXI SCHOLTEN
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hope they all get Oscars”

In the end, the talent show was a success, as the the-
ater, choir, and drama students were able to raise addi-
tional money for their next show. Students showcased
just a small portion of their talents while having fun
raising necessary funds for their program.

Teacher Samantha Ludwig performs at the talent show singing for her
talent. PHOTO BY LEXI SCHOLTEN

Utica football Macomb Area Conference

champions

KARA BOICE & EMMA ST. JOHN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF & REPORTER

For the first time in 15 years, the Utica High
School varsity football team has been named
Co-MAC White Champions with Grosse
Pointe South, with their recent regular season
win against Dakota with a score of 26-17.

Junior Cornerback Elijah Coffee has been
playing football for six straight years. His job
is to cover wide receivers to prevent them from
catching passes. He uses various techniques
such as intercepting passes, knocking players
down, or making tackles to limit yardage after
a pass. The MAC White win was huge for the
entire team, and not only did they make his-
tory, but the win made a huge impact on the
players as well.

“I was very excited to win the MAC White,”
Coffee said. “I knew the team could win be-
cause of all our hard work at practice. The hard
work translated to the game setting as well”

Varsity Defensive Line coach Ryan Hines
has put extra effort into preparing the team
for the playoff game. He coaches long hours

and tries to prepare for the team as much as
possible. Working especially with his defen-
sive line on tactics needed for the upcoming
playoff game.

“We just need to focus on having a good
week of practice,” Hines said. “We need to take

it one play at a time, have fun, play hard, and _ 3

hopefully come out with a win.”

The district game on the horizon, there
was a lot of pressure for Utica to do well. It
can be hard to beat a team multiple times in a
season. So, they had to prepare both mentally
and physically for the game.

“We studied our plays very hard and gave
100% effort during both practices and
games,” junior Avery Cox said. “Even
though we did not win the playoft game, it
was fun to play hard as a team. The overall
experience of getting to playoffs and win-
ning the MAC White was amazing.

Despite the playoff loss of 3-6 against Da-
kota on Oct. 31, they created a legacy that

will live on for years to come. They won the
MAC white title and had an overall record of
7-3. A year that the coaches, staff, and players
will never forget. The everlasting impact will

shape the program for many years. Se-
nior Mahti got MAC White player of

“I was very happy with the regular
season win against Dakota be-
cause people were doubting the

team, and they didn’t think they
could bring home the win, but we

came together as a team and did

a great job.”

-Running Back senior
Mahti Gwilly

MAC White Player of the Year

PHOTO BY ANNA BROWN
CUTOUT BY KARA BOICE
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Pretty in pink: Utica High School's annual Powderpuft
game

SOFIA CROOK
COPY EDITOR

A flag-football game
complete with the rat-
tling of stringy pink
pom-poms, the twirling
of sparkly tutus, and the
crumbling of pink paint
as players hit the turf
while rushing down the
field. Participants at Uti-
ca High School’s annual
Powderpuft flag-football
game that took place at
Runkel Field on Tues-
day, Oct. 28, 2025, radi-
ated excitement. If there
is one event that brings
students together and
exemplifies school spirit,
Powderpuft participants

Senior Brooke Stalker runs back to the sidelines as she’s lifted off the
ground by senior Rachel Rettell in celebration of a successful play
during Utica’s annual Powderpuff game at Runkel Field on Oct. 28.
PHOTOS BY SOFIA CROOK
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Seniors Ayla Dedivanaj, Jasmyn Goldsmith, Kylie Condon, Rayne McQueary and Emily Adams begin walking

— \
Juniors Addison Hollebrands, Grace Cottingham, Hannah Upchurch
and Eva Barnhart approach their coach junior Jagger Billy for feedback
after a play against the seniors at Utica’s annual Powderpuff game at
Runkel Field. PHOTOS BY SOFIA CROOK
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Motioning for the players to backup and make space, senior coach
Mahti Gwilly prepares to put new players into the game and explain
the plays to the senior girls to secure the win during the last quarters of
Utica’s Powderpuff game. PHOTOS BY SOFIA CROOK

might just be the best at
it.

across Runkel Field to return to the sidelines after they finished warming up to prepare to begin the game of flag
football against the junior girls on Tuesday, Oct. 28. PHOTO BY SOFIA CROOK

Uticas  Powderpuff
event is limited to senior and junior students.

Despite this, participants often join with groups of
friends and make the most out of the time they have in
the game.

“All of my friends were doing it, and it’s my senior
year,” senior Powderpuff player Kylie Condon said. “I
thought itd be really fun”

With bedazzled hair full of glitter, face paint, and
uniforms complete with pink accents, Powderpuff par-
ticipants go allout each year.

“My friend group for football games and everything,
we love to go all out and have fun,” Condon said. “So,
we thought it was cool if we did face paint.”

Prior to this year’s game, two practices were held for
participants to attend. Senior and junior varsity foot-
ball players as well as varsity cheerleaders trained
participants on what is expected of them and
how to execute plays and cheers.

While some varsity junior cheerleaders led
practices for the first time, some senior varsity
cheerleaders returned for their second year vol-
untarily.

“We don't have to do it,” senior varsity cheer-
leader Ava Laszczak said. "I want to experience ev-
erything my senior year has to offer, so that’s just
one of those things.”

With the help of the varsity cheerleaders, the boys
were able to learn how to perform several iconic cheers
and stunts.

“I like teaching them how to do stunts,” Laszczak
said. “Plus, it’s really funny because they have no clue
what they’re doing”

Not only did the varsity cheerleaders help with cheer-
ing, but they also helped supply the boys with the per-
fect wardrobe to look pretty-in-pink while performing.

“The varsity cheerleader brought tutus and the paint
and stuft,” junior Powderpuft cheerleader Zach Sharrak
said. “So, I mean, we used those”

With several participants expressing positive feed-
back about Utica’s Powderpuft event, Sharrak encour-
ages others to join in.

“I'm definitely going to do it again,” Sharrak said.
“It’s a fun thing, you know, it’s not stressful or anything.
It’s you going with your friends and messing around
and having some fun?”

Ultimately, Utica’s annual Powderpuft event allows
students to fill roles that they may have never had the
chance to experience. It creates a fun, competitive, en-
vironment that allows students to come together and
show some school spirit.

Junior Zack Sharrak
cheers at the Powder-
puff game on Oct. 28
with great pride. pHoTo
BY SOFIA CROOK

CUTOUT BY KARA BOICE



Al taking away the thought process of the youth

KATELYN PALARCHIO & MADALYN POUGET
BUSINESS EDITOR & ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

GRAPHIC BY MADALYN POUGET

“Is there learning going on or just
searching?” said Principal Tim Young-
blood, questioning whether students
are using Al as a resource or to quickly
do the thinking for them.

The renaissance of artificial intel-
ligence has taken the world by storm.
With the answer to all your questions at
the tip of your fingers, AI has become
a convenient, time-saving tool for peo-
ple across the globe. Features such as
uploading photos, study modes, and
programs who will fill out assignments
automatically are infiltrating educa-
tion, the workforce, and our day-to-day
lives.

“Students start treating AI as an
all-purpose assistant,” teacher Collin
Syler said, "instead of a resource."

When the tool of AI is utilized for
creative writing or artistic purposes,

the user is consciously making the de-
cision to abandon their own thoughts
and allow a machine to replicate hu-
man creativity.

Concern has risen among teachers
and parents that students are using
Al to do their schoolwork instead of
learning on their own. Although there
are plenty of websites, such as turnitin.
com, that teachers utilize to check pa-
pers for Al use, it is becoming harder to
distinguish what is AI and what is not.

“I think that AI can be beneficial
in some ways as an outline of ideas,”
teacher Taryn Larson said. “If people
come to just rely on Al, then I think it
suppresses the ability to be indepen-
dent thinkers and to problem solve.”

When students graduate high school,
they take the skills and tools they've
learned and implement them into adult

life. If the only skill these students de-
velop is how to upload a prompt into
a chatbot, the upcoming generation of
workers will deteriorate in their critical
thinking.

Al is seen as a convenient time-sav-
ing tool because it is able to rapidly
output information. The growth of
something so powerful can only mean
it will continue to grow in knowledge
and capabilities and will soon take over
jobs. Studies show that the most vul-
nerable fields to be replaced by Al are
computer programmers, finance man-
agers, and accountants, according to
CBS News. Schools will have to reform
their curriculums to equip students to
be prepared to work alongside Al as it
keeps getting smarter.
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HIGHLIGHTING UNIQUE TALENTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

New producer for UHS theater program

EMMA ST. JOHN AND KARA BOICE
REPORTER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Student director senior Brendan Silver prepares for his directorial debut.
PHOTO BY ANNA STECKER

In 2024-2025 school year teacher and producer Joel
Kazmarczyk stepped down from managing the theatre
program. This fall, Samantha Ludwig has taken over
as the new producer and director as well as substitute
teacher for UCS.

“Ever since high school, I knew I wanted to bring a
safety net to others,” Ludwig said. “Now I can express
myself and help others bring out their inner star”

The Utica theater department is on a roll with their
upcoming play Murder on the 518 and their musical
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee in the
spring. Ludwig, an innovative and creative individual
who graduated from Columbia College Chicago and
previously directed for the Stevenson High School

Senior Amaya Kinsmen and junior Jason Gatesy look at the script and
highlight certain important sections. PHOTO BY ANNA STECKER

theater program, also is a Detroit Troupe assistant di-
rector for the Murder Mystery Company. She has led
her students through the art of acting and tech. The
new environment helps the whole cast come together
as a team and put on a great show.

Junior Alexia Thomas, a long-time actor for the
Utica theater program, is in her fifth show with this
department. She is excited to work with her peers and
intrigued to see what Ludwig can bring to the table.

“It’s been nice to see a new perspective on rehears-
als,” Thomas said, “and it’s also refreshing to get some
new opinions from other people”

Senior Brendan Silver is the student director for the
upcoming fall play on Nov. 20-22. He is thrilled to be

Producer and director Samantha Ludwig smiles for a photo in the audito-
rium. PHOTO BY ANNA STECKER

given the opportunity for this big role as a student di-
rector and is excited to work with Ludwig to bring the
Murder on the 518 to life.

“It is very flexible and easy to work with someone
you don’t know in a place like theater,” Silver said.
“The whole job is about the vision of the show and is
easy to incorporate everyone’s decision making.”

With fresh ideas, great work ethic, and a true pas-
sion for the arts, Ludwig is making a lasting impact
on the school’s performing arts program. The cast is
excited to see how their creativity and leadership will
bring new energy to the stage. One thing is certain; the
future of the school theater department looks brighter
than ever.

Senior Jonathan Sopko, sophomore Robert Gerich, seniors Jonathan
McCabe and Andrew Watson hold up the program for this year's play
Murder on the 518. PHOTO BY ANNA STECKER

The cast of Murder on the 518 sit at a table together and raise their hands
in the auditorium on Oct. 31. PHOTO BY ANNA STECKER
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